E E R V O N || 


PREACH'D 
On the DEATH of 


IN r. Edvard Bul kl 


IN THE 


| Church of St. Mary, in 


Fort St. George. 


R O N - 
5 SU ahaha T, Auguſt 15. MDcc xv. 


. © Jos III. 21, 22. 
f ? - hich long for Death, and it cometh not; and 
dig for it, more than for hid Treaſures : 


Wis hich rejoice exceedingly, and are glad, when 1 
4 can find the Cm. 


* 
* 
wa 


By Wii F eee M. A. 


6—1b . ee 


- LOND O V. | 
6 Printed by J. RoBERTs, near the Oxford Arms ö 
1 in Warwick-Lane. 1715. = 


12 


$5 7 


Y * 2 r 1 
— p [4 
© . _ %*v OE a= * — ſ— ö k ” . = — 
— OY 22 % = — = Jn l 5 : . * 8 — 1 „ 


* 
1 
＋ = a 


- 


| 
| 
| 


— ꝙ T 


— 3. — ———ů — — —e— 


— — — — — — 


3 


„%% 


— 


* , —_— — _— >  _{—_——- -_— 


—— — -» - © p———_—_— — — . — — 
» & „„ - 
— ———— 


” a 
— 


* 
S * 


# 


Jos Il. 21, 22. 
——Which long. for Death , but it cometh 
not; and 439 for it, more than for bid 


Trea if ures : 


Which rejoice exceedingly , and are glad, 
when they can f the Grade. 


7 EE HL E Job's Afflictions were 
RY WY 8 0 tolerable, he bore them with 
ce greateſt Temper, Hum 
lity, and Reſignation : : For, 

being, in one Day, depri- 
ved - his Children, his Servants, and his 
Eſtate 5 tho? he gave a little way to Na- 
tural Alfection, = decent Grief, he ſoon 
check'd the tender Emotions of his Soul ; 


and by the Force of very proper and pi- 
ous Reflections, raiſed in himſelf all the 
becoming Sentiments of Submiſſion And 
Gratitude ; He worſbipped God, and ſaid, Job 1 21: 
Naked came T out of my Mother s womb ; 
and naked ſpall T return thither : The Lord 


A 2 gave ; 


r ry 
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a the Lord hath N ama i 


ave , 


Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 


Nay, when amidſt all his other Aff 
ctions, his Grief was heighten'd by not- 
ſom Boils, and painful Sores, over all his 
Body ; he was ſo far from hearknin to 


Ch. 2.9. the wicked Advice of his fooliſh Wife, 
that he held faſt his Integrity, and ſkid, 
ee. What? Shall we receive Good at the hand of 
5 God ; and ſhall we not receive E!? 
ö Hir xfTTO Fob acted the Part of 2 
Ferfecti, and an Upright Man; One that 
feared God, and eſchewed evil: "Which i Is 
the Character the Almighty himſelf gave 
. him on this Occaſſon. 
B ur the Good Man's Conduct was not 
N all of a Piece; for his Pain, at length, 
| got the better F his Philoſo phy : do that 
1 after ſeven Days Silence, in the Height of 
| his Grief and Angunſh, (Which, we may 
ö well ſuppöfe, left but little Room for wiſe 
Reflections;) he curfeth the Day of his 
Birth ; and expoſtulates upon that Snb- 
x&, in ſuch Terms, as' diſcover an ex- 
ceſſive Sorrow, and inſu pportable Pain. 
In fuch an Extremity, "tis no wonder 


that his Patience was -e tired out; and 
that 
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that his Expreſſions are vehement, and un- 
guarded. For, what. cou'd be expected 
from a Man in Miſery? He knew not the 
Cauſe, (and he ſaw not the End) of it: 
Only he was ſure he had a good Conſci- 
ence; and that Death was more deſirable 
than Pain. There (fay s he) the wicked ceaſe — 3 
from troubling : And pt: the weary be at 
Reſt : They — not the Voice af the 44 0 
ſor : The Small and Great are there : And t 
Servant is free from his Maſzer. 
HERE he ſcems to conſider Death as 
the End of his Torment ; and on that Ac- 
count. prefers it to a Life of Woe. Bur 
when he further reflects on his Diſſolution, 
as the Door to Eternal Bliſs; not only as 
a State of Eaſe and Reſt, but an Entrance 
into a happy Immortality, he then wilhes 
for it with Impatience; he longs for his 
new kind of Being ; and leſſens his preſent 
Pam, by thinking of his diſtant Happineſs. 
| Wherefore (ſays he) is Light given to him v. a0, 
that is in Miſery ; and Life unto- the bitter 
in. Soul 2 Which long for:Death, but it com- 
eth not. Aud dig for it more than for hid 
Treaſures? N. bich rejoice exceedingly ; and are 
glad when they can find the. Grave. 


By. | 
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B v com aring the foregoing Verl end 


thoſe chat follow, it will appear very plain 
that Job ſpeaks here' of bin elf; an ſuch 


others as believed a future State, and hope 

tbey ſhall be happy in it. As for hunſelf 
he expreſs'd his Senſe and Barer. of that 
important Article in the ſtrongeſt Terms. 


. I know that my Redeemer livah (ſo (ſays he) 


and that he ſhall ftand at the latter Day Y upon 
the Earth. And tho After my Skin, Worms 


 deftroy this Body; yet in my 5 7% ſhall T ſer 


God : Whom 1 654. ſee for my fe 755 = 
Eyes ſhall behold, and not another ; 


Kei: ws con med within me. "They 15 


thus hope for Happineſs in 84005 Life, 


may well long for Death : And none brit 
ſuch can Rejoice exceedingly, and be glad when 


the feind the Grave. 
7 HA I may Diſcourſeon theſe Words 
in the moſt uſeful Manner, 

Firſt, I ſhall conſider how far, and in 


what Cafes, it is allowable to long for 


Death : Then, 
Secondly; I ſhall ſhow you that tis our 


Duty to make the Thoughts of Death ſo 


familiar, that we may meet it not only with 


Reſolution, but with Gladneſs; Rejoicing 


excecd- 


 effeftual way to exti 


e 


—— 
. 
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exceedingly, ack being 9 when we can e 
the Graue. In order to which, 
Laſth, J ſhall lay before you the moſt 
the Fear of 
Death, and make the Thoughts of it _ 
and pleaſant. But, 
I. La r us conſider how, far, wa in 
what Caſcs ĩt i allowable to long for Death, 
No tho the Love of Life, (Imean the 
Love of this Life, or the preſent Scene of 
Things) be, for very wile Reafons, ſtrong- 
ly im ed in our Nature; yet if we at- 
tenrively reflect on the Inclinations of our 
Soul, the Tendency of our Affections, with 
the Force of our Hopes and Fears; we ſhall 


find there are Three Caſes in which Men 


can long for Death; to wit, either through 
a firm Hope, and ardent. Deſire of future 


preſent Pain; or becauſe of ſome Dilguſt 
they take at the World, ariſing from the 
Loſs of an imaginary Good, that makes 
them diſreliſh Life, and ſometimes ruſh on 
Death in Rage and Deſpair. 


1. As for the firſt Caſe, I chink it not 


only lawful, but neceſſary. to long for 
Death, if ſuch a Deſire flows from the Love 
of 


Ks 


— 


Happineſs; or to avoid the Extremity of- 


. Pal. 73. 


255 26. 


deavour to reſemble him in thoſe amiable 
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of God; and of that infinite Joy we expect 
in his Preſence. | How can a Good Man 
help wiſfiing to ſee the End of a vain, anxi- 
ous, uncertain Life ; when: he has then 
ſonable Hope of 1 perfect, happy; un- 
n. State 3 in * other World? 

Ir we love God ſincerely, We . en- 


Perfections we adore: We muſt':delire to 
ſee him Face to Face, (as it were) and not 
darkly as through a Glu ſe, by thoſe Rays of 
Glory that are Trfletted. from the Creatures. 
Nay, if we love our ſelves: 33 we ought to 
do, we muſtwiſk for perfect Happineſs ; 
chat is, we mult long for Death, without 
which Our Happineſs can (Heither he: com- F< 
pleat, nor ſecure. | 
IN ſeveral Places we end he Holy Pal 
miſt expreſſing his fervent Deſires, and ear- { 
neſt Longing after God. Whom * Jin | * 
Heaven but thee? ( ſays he) there is none up- || © 
on Earth, that ] deſire beſides thee : My Fleſh" |f 
and my Heart faileth; but God is the Srreng tb 1 
of my Heart, and my Portion for ever... [And * 


im another Place he lays, Ar the/ Heart NP 


panteth after; the Water-brooks, ſo pantith my» P. 
Soul after thee, O Cod My Soul tbirſteth for. he 
God, 8 


Cana 
64% . 
at by 


more. 5 


Fo Good among 0 ;.yet ies th 48 own "gh 
vantage, he had ah 4 Deſire to depart, 
and to be with Chriſt, which wes far better 
infinitely better for him than the happi elt 
State on Earth. Thus far then there! is no 
B For a Jaws Souls ogg lo for 


© » = A % 


te 13 

2. AN D becauſe e ion kom Mi- 
ſery'i is as powerful 2 Principle of Action, 
and. as natural as our Love of Happ neſs, 
one opp rels'd with Pain and Angu iH may 
reaſonably be allowed to with er Death, 
if that can put an « end to his Torment: That 
is; if. the erſon who is miſerable for the 
preſent, has any juſt Hopes of being H Hap; 
in a future State. If he has no-re 26 | 
ethat Death would give him Relief, 1 

18 1 change 1 


hop 
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ſ change his State for the better, it muſt be 
Mlaadneſs in him to long for Death: for that 
were in Effect to wiſh for Damnation: A 
Deſire equally unnatural, and abſurd. A 
Wicked Man in Pain, cannot but wiſh it 
were removed: But this is what Death can 
never do for him: Therefore at the ſame 
5 time he deſires to be happy, (or at leaſt free 
from Torment,) he muſt Repent, and 
Amend, and then he may long for Death 
i as ſoon, and as heartily, as he will. But 
N if he continues Impenitent, whatever he may 
fancy, Death will not * his Senfe 

of Pain, but increaſe it. And if he will 
| try the Experiment, he will ſoon throw up 
lis Scepticiſm, and repent when 'tis too late. 
= 3. Tx1s is, very near, the Caſe of thoſe 
ol unhappy deje&ed Souls, who being ſeized 
i with Grief, after ſome Loſs, or Diſappoint- 
| ment, give up themſelves entirely to gloo- 
| my Thoughts, and ſullen Sorrow: So that 
| nothing can ſerve their Turn but Dying. 
| But alas ! are ſuch People fit to die, who 
are Slaves to the wol violent Paſſions? 
What can they expect in the other World? 
Their Affections are miſplaced ; their De- 
ſires, irregular; their Hopes, extravagant; 


i 
* * 
| their 
I; | 
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plain, that none ought to long for Death, 
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their Sorrow, exceſſive: And are theſe Diſ- 
poſitions fit for Heaven ; where there is the 
moſt perfect Order, * Proportion? Let 
them learn to live firſt, and grow Wiſe: 
Then it will be time enough for them to 
think of Death : At leaſt, it will be ſoon 
cnough for them to long fans it, 
SOMETIMES it hap e 
poſition of Body has he (ame Effect on a 
Man, as theſe other Diſorders of the Mind; 
and throw even good People into ſo deep a 
Melancholy, that they not only lang for 
Death 3 but violently ſeize it. In ſuch a 
Caſe, I beheve a Man | is no more anſwe- 
cable for his Aftions, than other mad peo- 
ple: For when he bas loſt the Uſe of his 
Reaſon, it were hard, nay, unjuſt, to pu- 
niſm him for not ating according to it. 
But then *tis to be feared, that theſe Me- 
lancholy Fits flow too often from a previ- 


ous Abuse of Reaſon, ſome ſecret Paſſion 


that preys upon the Mind; and, by that, 
affects the Body: And then the Man is an- 
ſwerable for the Cauſes of his Diſorder ; tho 
perhaps not for the Conſequences of it. 
Ue o the whole; it ſeems to be very 
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is but = who's are fit to Die. "And ſeeing 
i the Wicked never are prepared for that 
i great Change, it is not allowable in them 
i to wiſh for Death; even tho” they ſuffered" 
5 under the ſharpeſt Pain of Body, or the 
in: 


— — 


deepeſt Sorrow of Mind: For theſe fall 

ua rwaſily ſhort of that inconceiveable, endleſs. 
li | Miſery, which Death muſt argus pon 
"n And tho good People are allowed, 
Ih: | ſay, obliged,) to long for their 4 
„ on; Yet ſuch a Deſire (whether it ariſe 
i * the Senſe of prefent Pain, or the 
Hopes of futüre Bliſs; or both of thein,) 
| muſt be reſigned, and ſubmiſſive to the 
f Will of God; and free from all 1 
"ng Murmuring, and Diſcontent. 
py Bor indeed there is fo little Danger, 
"lt even of good People's longing anxiouſly for 
Mt! 6 Death; the beſt of us are ſo unwilling to 

| leave; this. World; and ſo coldly afedied 
towards the other ;- that 1 Judged it tieceſſa. 
ry: for me, 
II. In the Seronl Place; to ew. 0. 
that tis our: Duty to make The Thoug hts of 


1 Death ſo familiar to us, that Le maß be 
is able to meet it, not only with Reſolution, 
1 but with Pleaſure ; 3 Repoicing exceedingly, 
. eino olad when Vid the Grave. 

3 THERE 
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THERE is ſomething 3 in Death ſo ter- 
rible and ſhocking to Human Nature, that 
there are but few who care to- think bf ſo 
diſagreeable an Object. And yet ſeeing we 
muſt meet this King of Terrors one time or 
other, tis but reaſonable we ſhould pre- 
pare for the Encounter. Let us therefore 
take the Courage, bùt to look upon him 

ſometimes with the Eye of Faith ; and we 
ſhall find him ſoon become not formidable: 
and at length appear friendly. | 

is the peculiar Privilege of a true 

Chriſtian; to deſſ piſe Death : For tho? this 
be Magnanimity in him ; *tis Madneſs for 
the Wicked to pretend to it. How can 
they dare to Die, who are not fit to Lise? 
This'rs not Fortitude, but Folly and Raſh- 
neſs : *Tis like the Courage of the unthink- 
ing Beaſt, rather than the Reſolution of a 
wiſely Brave and Virtuous Man. 

EE it never be faid; however, chat 
the Wicked fear Death leſs than the Righ- 
teous. What is there in Nature, that can 
make a Good: Man afraid to die ; origive 
the leaſt Glimpſe of Hope to the Miibusf 
Shall then — very Thoughts of Death 


frighten us; when the moſt profligate 
Wretches 
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Wretches can meet it Bold and Uadaunt- | 


_ Chriſt, thro' death, bath deſtroyed him that 


Dying? 


0 


ed ? In this Caſe, I know not whether 
their Folly, or ours, be the greateſt. 

SE£E1yG one of the great Benefits of 
our Redemption, is our Triumphing over 
Death, and the Devil ; we ſhould exult 
with St. Faul, and ſay, O Death ! where is 
thy Sting | O Grave | where is thy Victory 


had the Power of Death, that is, the Dewil ; 
and bath deliver'd them, who thre fear of 
death, were all their li im ſalject to boudage. 
Seeing the Fear of Death is a Bondage, a 
Slavery from which Chrift came to deliver 
us; how can we bear ſuch a grievous Yoke? 
Till we ſhake it off, we can never enjoy 
Life with half che Freedom , Eaſe, and Plea- 
ſure, that we might have. 
A FTER all; what is there in Dank 
that can make i it terrible to a Sinicere Chih 
ſtian ? (for of ſuch only I now ſpeak :) 
He firmly believes there is a Future State of 
Rewards and Puniſhments after this Life; 
and he has good Reaſon to hope, he ſhall 
be Heng) — Why then is he afraid of 


Is 
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I's it becauſe of the Pain we e muſt thin 
feel? Why, 'tis Life that lengthens the 
Pain of Sickneſs : Death puts an end to it ; 5 
and begins a State of Endleſs Joy? 

ARE we afraid of Death, becauſe it 
conveys us to a new, unknown, unalterable 
State? But we ſhould conſider, that tho? it 
be a new State, tis a Happy one; tho! it be 
unknown to us at preſent, it will not be long 
ſo : And ſince *tis #nchangeable, we ſhould 
like it fo much the better: For our beſt 
Diſpoſitions are uncertain, while we live 
in this World ; but in Heaven, they are 
for ever fix d os God and Goodael 

ARE we unwilling to loſe the Conver- 
ſation of our Deareſt Friends? Why, if it 
be truly deſirable, we may hope to ſee them 
in Heaven : And if we do not, there we 
ſhall not find any want of them ; when 


we are ſurrounded with an Ark Comm Heb. 12. 


pany of Angels, and the Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect. And — Happy muſt their 
Converſation be, where Wiſdom is the En- 
tertainment; and all rejoice in mutual Love! 
Where Harmony is heard, without Diſ- 
cord; Truth is communicated , without 


wrangling ; ; Goodnels is diffuſed by a Cir- 
cling 
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cling Imitation; ; andHappineſs | is increaſed, 
0 Urige eee ve ian 
Wu r is it then? Are we bene | 
Like, that we may grow fitter for Heaven? 
The Deſi ign is good : But why do we not 
It always put it in Exccution ? Why do we 
is not daily imptove in Virtue; — prepare 
|| our ſelves for another World! After the 
fl longeſt and beſt ſpent Life, this humble Ex- 
il cuſe will ſtill —— us: We ſhall always 
N have Defects and Failings to amend; but 
1 if we ſincerely endeavour to correct them, 
| they will be pardon'd for the Sake of Jeſus 
| Chriſt. Let us therefore think often and 
| ſeriouſſy of Death, and wer ſhall find no- 
15 thing in it to dawp, or diſcourage us. — 
1 if we look on it as the- Gate of Glory, 
[Th the. End of a troubleſome Life, and he 
| Beginning of a happy-one ; 'we muſt meet 
NE — only with Courage, but Delight, If 
we do not ſo, _ A Sign that our berate 


r 


vent; nor our Faith! ſo Reddy, nor ou 


ew lo. well ve „ a8. they: nga 
to b | 
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why, Jo many People, * ſeem to be very 
Anil earneſt 


Ut 
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earneſt and diligent in the Practice of Reli- 
gion, are yet unwilling to die. I N 
therefore, 70 

III. Ix the Third Place, to ſhow you 
the moſt effectual way of extinguiſhing the 
Fear of Death. 

Now in order to this, we muſt view 
Death in that agreeable Light, wherein Re- 
velation has ſet it. We are no longer left 
to our uncertain Thoughts and Gueſſes 
about a Future State: Life and Immortality 2 Tim. 
are NOW brought to Light by the Goſpel. _ he 
that by Faith we may all be aſſured, 
ſome are from Reaſon,) ) that tho Death = 
ſtroys the Body, it does not put an End to 
our Being; but we ſhall think, perceive, 
remember, and judge, and defire ; we ſhall 
love, or hate, fear, or hope, aud feel Pain, 
or Pleaſure, after Death, as certainly. (and 
far more perfedly,) as we do now: For 
the Spirit returns to God who gave it, ſays So- Eccl. 12. 
lmon. And a Wiſer Perſon than he, tells ” Ma 
us, that we ſhould not fear them that kill thetee. = 
Body, and cannot kill the Soul; but rather Por 71] 
fear Him, ho, after be bath killed, bath 5 
power to caſt into Hell Seeing the Soul ſur- 
vives the Body then ; when we are abſent 3 2 Cor. 5, 


from © 


413. 


Ft 28. 


Ecel. 12. 


| A. Funeral- Sermon. : 
| | fs the Body, we may be preſent with the 
i [ Lord. For, as it is appointed for all Men 
1 once to die ; ſo after that is the Fudgment - 
il i A917. God having | appointed 1 Day, in which he 
18 i will judge — World in Ri ghteonſneſs 4 and 
[il Mat. 16. fe ward every Man according to bis Nor: 
Cy. 25. So that the Wicked ſhall go away into ever- 
1 we laſting Puniſhment; but the Righteous into 


Life Eternal. 

TAE Y, who ly believe thele Gen 
and Necelfary Truths, muſt own, that 
Death is not to be Sed on its din Ac 
count, but becaufe of its Conſequences ; 
thoſe Grote and terrible Puniſhments, the 
Wicked muſt for ever endure. But now 
Death is not the Cauſe of that Miſery: 
Our wicked Lives expoſe us to it. We 
ought therefore to be afraid of Living ill; 
and that would * of all its gloomy 
Ter FOr S. 

EE us bur ar God, e bis Com- 
mandments ; and we ſhatl need to fear no» 
thing befides. For then Pm perſwaded, that 
neither Death-, nor Life , nor Angels, - nor 


Principalities, Joe! Powers, ner things preſent, 


vor things to come; nor heighth, nur depth, 


”= any other Greature » ſhall be able-to ſepa- 


rate 


* 
Sh 


oſt 7 ner al- Sermon. 


rate us from the Love of God, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Nay, in all theſe „ zy 
things we are more than ( n. thro him 
that lowed us. 

To die with Eaſe and comfort then, 
we muſt live with a good Conſtience; in 
the ſincere and conſtant Practice of all 
Virtue and Goodneſs. For, the mere Be- 
lief of a Future State, will rather increaſe 


our Fears, than remove them; if we do 


not ſhow 'the Lineerity of our Faith by our 
Works, and heartily — to do What · 
ever we know to be our * 

Bur in order to this, we ought to die 
daily in a manner, b y carry ing the Thoughts 
of Death about us; that ſo we may inſetis 
ſibly wean our Alk done from the World; 
and being at leaſt dead unto din, may Ber PS 
unto Ri ireoſo . . — ſuch a ſorious and 24 
— — Spirit, will — 
check onr vaiti — — Mirth ; 
turns our Attention on ſuch Clorioue * 
jects, as beſt deſerve it; ſuch as yield tts 
an inwafd, pure, and ſatisfy fying Joy weläch 
none can ktiow but they who feel 7 

For, having Feace with God, thro) onr Rom. 5. 
Lord Je, Chriſt, we rejoice in the hope -4 

C 2 the 


r 
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1 Pct. 1. the Glory of Cod; ; with Joy unſpeakable, and 
. full of Glory. e we know, that if our 
| — * earthly houſe of this 3 were diſſol- 
| ſt ved, we have a building of God , an houſe 
| not mee with hands, eternal in the Hea- 
Rev. 21. Sens: Where there ſoal be no more Death, 
Dan Me: neither Sorrow, nor Crying ; but they that be 

wiſe, ſball ſhine as the brightneſs of the Fir- 


I xet. 5. Mament, and receive a Crown of Glory that 


lj 4 fadeth not away. 5 
Pk, METHINKS Fry Glorious Hape 


ſhould raiſe our Thoughts above the lit- 
is tle Concerns of this Life ; and make us 
4 think of Death, not only without Terror, 
if not merely with Tranquility, but with the 
| utmoſt Joy and Triumph. As ö 
I TA this is practicable, we have no 
fl Reaſon to doubt : For of late we had a 
| very convincing Inſtance of it, in the Be- 
6 haviour of our Deceaſed Friend, Mr. E p- 
IK WARD BULKELY; who. died with 
ö as little Fear, and as much nn as 
1 any one I ever knew. 555 4] 
I'x very ſenſible how difficule it is, to 
4 ſpeak of the Dead in ſuch à manner, as 
| __ not to offend the Living. The Cenſori- 
"alt ous too often make the greateſt Part of an 
' ; 6.1 4 } Audi- 


rn n 1 


— — — 
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Audience ; and with them all Commenda- 
tion is Flattery, when it is not beſtoyed on 
themſelves. For their Sakes therefore; (leſt! 
there ſhould happen to be any ſuch here; ); 
I ſhall ſay leſs than I ought ;- tho' perhaps: 
more than they will be pleaſed with. Hows, 
ever, I hope, I ſhall try no 0 8 Patience, 
but theirs. ; 
FxiGart indeed be fairly e from 
entering upon the Character of the Decea- 
ſed, which ſome of you are better acquaint- 
ed With than I am: For, I have — 
done what he deſigned I ſhowd, | by recom- 
mending a Holy Life, as the only Means to 
live with Pleaſure, and die in Peace. He 
who both Living, "and Dying, avoidetdall; 
Pomp and Oſtentation, cou'd not deſign 
this Difcourſe for his own Praiſe, but for 
our Inſtruction. He had higher Views than: 
a little popular Applauſe ; And if he cow'd? - 
let any Value upon it, he had as much as 
he cou'd deſire: For, his Profeſſion gave 
I him daily Opportunities of being Service- 
to able : His Humanity made him forward to 
as. embrace them: And his Skill (attained by, 
ori- great Experience, and equal Learning;) 
an crown'd his Endeavours with uncommon 


udi- Succe [s. T E. 0! 
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Tuo' his Inclination led him ro Re- 
tirement and Study ; he ſhow'd himſelf no 
leſs fit for Action and Buſineſs, when he 
was called to it. In his private Station he 
was humble and obliging, ever ready to 
Adviſe and Aſſiſt the Diſtreſſed: And while 
he had a Publick Character, it was adorn'd 
with Candor, Diligence and Fidelity. 

S o ſoon as his Health began to yield to 
Age, and Accidents, he left the World, in 
Effect; and betook himſelf to his admired 
Solitude; which he employ'd like a Philo- 
| ſopher, and a Chriſtian; in the Study of 
| Nature, and the Contemplation of Death. 
'S This made the Thoughts of it ſo Eaſy and 
4 Familiar to him, that he talk'd of it with 
1 the ſame Indifference he did of other 
[Th Things: But it may be queſtioned, whe- 


1 ther it was indifferent to him to Live, or to 
F Die: For having acted his Part in the ſeve- 
in ral Scenes of Life, he thought it but decent 
for him to withdraw : For he meaſured Life 
by irs Uſefulneſs, not by its Length ; and 
reckoned it below an Ingenuous Mind to 
value Life, any longer than it was Benefi- 

cal to others. 2 


6 THESE 
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Turs Views reconciled him entirely 
to Death; which he look d on only as a 


changing the Scenic: of Thought and Action, 
and a taking Leave of his Friends; for a 


while; that he en go to his mY 


Comntry. 

Huy waited; 1 bebe ve he buged, for 
Death ; Net through. 
Man cou d be more reſigned to th? Almighs 
ty's Will, both as to the Time, and che 
Manner, of his Departure: Nor througli 
Melancholy: 
cou'd be, amidſt ſharp retutnihg Pits)! And 
a lingering Diſtemper; ; Which he. bore, (rho! 
not with the Patience of a Stoick, yet) 
with the Temper of a Chriſtian. 

WEN he had. waited lamg fon Death, 
becauſe it came not, he digged ir it, more 
than for hid Tre aſnres:: His hidden Trea- 
ſure was his Grave, which he look'd after 


with ay much Care and Complacency, as 


the Miſer does after his beloved Mammon. 
For indeed Death ſeemed to be his Delight; 
and the Grave, his Glory. 

Wx cannot wonder then, that he who 
had ſo juſt a Senſe, both of Life, and Death, 


bene execedingly, and was glad when 
Death 


onteut ; jor no 


for he was: as: chrarſul as he 
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Death approacbld. - He was the only per- 
ſon, 1 Ldare ſay, that did Rejoice at it: For 
every orie that knew him loſt a Friend ; who 
wild well to all the World; and rook: all 
proper Occaſions:to ſhow!/it; | 
To conclude :; I think the leaſt ahi? 
Envy it ſelf can allow, is, that he had ſe- 
veral Qualities we ought to Praiſe ; One 
that we muſt admire» but few we can find 
fault with; and none to be ſeverely cen- 
ſured. Let! us therefore imitate in him what 
ve cannot but approve: And if our Life be 
as; Uſeful and Upright as his was, we ſhall 
have the ſame Reaſon to Rejoice excerdingh, 
and be you when we can find wa Grave: 5 
As 1 5 £253: ts 
'my my Be loved Brethren, an ye 
+: Shedfaſt; Unmoveable, yr bona 
i» bounding in the Work of the Lord : 
ts 2 ) ' Foraſmnch: as: ye know that your La- 
hen tür wat in d in the Lord. 
4d To hom — IS 20D 10 iN 29 
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